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Examiner 
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Applicant(s) 

PIRKER, HERMANN 



Art Unit 

1742 



The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 1 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) |S3 Claim(s) 1-21 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) D Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) [X] Claim(s) 1-21 are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3.D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) CH Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) |3 Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date 10/12/01 . 



4) D Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) □ Other; . 
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Art Unit: 1742 

DETAILED ACTION 



Election/Restrictions 

Restriction is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 and 372. 

This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which 
are not so linked as to form a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 . 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1 .499, applicant is required, in reply to this action, to 
elect a single invention to which the claims must be restricted. 
Group I, claim(s) 1-16, drawn to a process for conditioning slags. 
Group II, claim(s) 17-21, drawn to an installation. 

The inventions listed as Groups I and II do not relate to a single general inventive 
concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule 13.2, they lack the same or 
corresponding special technical features for the following reasons: Claim 1 is obvious in 
view of the patent to Edlinger et al (US 5,516,357) which discloses a process of mixing 
slags (see col .2, lines 28-40 and Claims 1 and 3). 

The -use of slag from a LD converter together wife blast 

farsace slag for fee purpose of commas sintering is known 
30 from DE-PS 16 46 685. It was already proposed in DE-OS 

26 1 1 889 to subject smelter waste together wife lime to fin 

oxidizing smelting, after which fee finished melt may be 

quenched to a granulate, and, finally, the granulate can be 

ground to cement wife the addition of gypsum. This latter 
33 invention in particular, from which fee present invention 

proceeds, here already makes use of the latest heat of fee 

melting, since fee smelter waste can he used in a suitable 

mixture in molten form, for example as blast furnace slag 

and steelworks slag, together wife smelter waste sludges and 
4Q other additives. 
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i . Process for tbs prepsraUoa of earnest from me£a!w£ical 
slags comprismg 
mixing together liquid slags frost reduction processes and 

steelworks processes to form a melt, said Hqdd stags 16 

coBtprismg Mine, silicic acid and alumina, snd said melt 

having a temperature greater titan 1000* C; 
cooling s&ld melt by carrying <Hit a first cooling phase at 

temperatures above 1G00* C; 
further cooling said melt by carrying oat a second, mora 

rapid cooling phase fit temperatures below 1000" so 

£h&t a solidified product is.o{^dned thai is granulated 

and/or ground. 

3. Process according to claim 1, wlierein the weight to 
weight ratio of eduction process slag to steelworks process 23 
&lsg is between SGftO and 8Q/2Q. 

since the crux of claimed process of conditioning slags is characterized by the step of 
combining slags accordingly the special technical feature linking the two groups does 
not provide a contribution over the prior art and no single inventive concept exists. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement 10 December 2001 has been noted but it is 
unclear that copies of the Other Documents are present The Austrian Office Action 
dated August 19, 199 and the International Search Report dated October 10, 2000 need 
to be further described with respect to number of pages and content. 



A telephone call was made to Max Moskowitz on February 20, 2004 to request 
an oral election to the above restriction requirement, but did not result in an election 
being made. 

Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must 
include an election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be 
traversed (37 CFR 1.143). 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



examiner should be directed to Melvyn J. Andrews whose telephone number is 
(571)272-1239. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00A.M. to 4:30 P.M.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Roy V King can be reached on (571 )272-1244. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




MELWNANDFIIWS 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



mja 

February 20, 2004 



